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COMMISSION 
222 ai 
TINS ef fo” © - | oa 
| At Edinburgh 19th. Ag, 1713 ef 

E the Miniſters and EWers met in the Commiſſion of the General Al- 
ſembly of the Church of $co2/and, taking to our ſerious ere 
gend ane def rele ge ours after t inne Ames to 1 
2 miuin the Proteſtant Intereſt in Briraiꝝ and Ireland, the great Mul- —_ 

titudes of their Prieſts, and other Emiſſaries now Trafficking, for carrying on this | 


pernicious Deſign in ſeveral Parts of this Country, whereby many are already 
perverted; their ſetting up openly, in diverſe Places their idolatrotis Worſhip, 
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notwithſtanding of the Penal Laws Which ſtand in Force againſt them, and of Her 5 
Majeſty's Royal Proclamations, and what the Judges have done in their Circuits. 1 
And their behaving themſelves with as great Inſolence as they have ever ſnewed „ 
ſince our Reformation from Popery. And likewiſe conſidering the bold Attempts 2 
of other Adverſaries to our preſent Covſtitution both in Church and State, who 
do openly in our chief Cities, and thirough the whole Country promote the Intereſts 
of a Pretender to the Crown, who has been educated in all the Maxims of Popiſh 
Bigotry, and French Tyranny: And we being touched with a juſt and deep Senſe 
of theſe dangerous Evils, do judge it our Duty, from the Zeal we owe to the Glory of R 
GOD, the Preſervation of our holy Religion, the Safety of Her Majeſty's Govern - - 4 
ment, and the Welfare of our Country, and in Purſuance of the Traſt committed 
to us by the laſt General Aſſembly, to give this publick, ſolemn and ſerious Warn- 
ing toall Ranks of Perſons, of the imminent Danger, which doth ariſe from ſuch per- 
nicious Practices, not only to our pure and holy Religion, but to our civil Rights SITY 4 
and Liberties : And therefore we do earneſtly obteſt all good Proteſtants and Lov- | 1 
ers of their Country, That they look diligently to themſelves, that they be not — _ 
deluded by the ſubtile Devices of a Popiſb and Jacobitꝭ Party, who ſo manifeſtly de- 3 
ſigu to bring us under the Yoke of the ſaid Pretender, and thereby to deprive uns 1 
5 theſe moſt valuable Bleſſings, which the great and gracions GOD did ſo re- | 13 
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markably reſtore unto us by the late glorious Revolution. Ti 
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To preſerye the Members of this ee Church from being impoſed upon by the 
cunning Artifices of ſuch Enemies, we beſeechthem to advert how deceitfully many of 
theſe, who are notoriauſſy diſaffected taHer, jeſty Government, do with great A p- 
pearance of Zeal, elpouſe and promote the Ceremonies and Liturgy of the Church of 
Eng land, a Yoke which neither we, nor our Fathers were able cobcar,and which this Na- 
tion would never ſubmit to, even in the Times of Frelacy; but altho the Jacobite Far- 
ty do now ſo earneſtly contend for that Form of Worſhip, to impoſe upon, and in- 
gratiate themſelves with the urch of Euglaud, and. to. ſtrengthen themſelves 
under her Protection, their Zeal for the Pretender is ſuch, that thi y generally 
omit the Prayers in that Liturgy for our Sovereign Queen Anne, and the illuſtri- 
ous Princeſs Sopbia, upon whom the Succeſſion tothe Crown is ſettled, which Suc« 
ceſſion we cannot 7 be, under God, the greateſt Security, not only to 
the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe Lands; but alſo to the reſorted Churches abroad, 
in whoſe Safety we are copfident, That all good Proteſtants will find themſelves 
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deeply concerned both in Point of Duty and Intereſt. 
It's alſo very common with that Party, to make a great Out- cry, eſpecially at 
diſtant Places, where the Matter is not ſo well known, of their having ſuffered 
grievous Perſecution, meerly becauſe of their being of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion. 
This is another of their Artifices, to procure unto themſelves the more Favour and 
Countenancefrom others, whoſe Protection they abuſe, to proſecute. their malici- 
ous Deſigns againſt the Revolytion Settlement : But this their Clamour and Noiſe 
is altogether groundleſs ; and bleſſed be GOD we can appeal to the Conſciences of 
all who know our Conduct, That we have never ſince the late happy Revolution, in 
the leaſt returned the Severities, and unparallelled Cruelties which we met with, 
when they had the Aſcendent ; and which we from their preſent Temper, as well 
as their former Behaviour, may reaſonably conclude, they want nothing but Power 
to renew apainſt the Miniſters and Members of this Church — ex. 
_ . Moreover, That they may diminiſh the juſt Averſion of the People of this 


aud ty the Prerender, and ugs Yom vO US Ll A. bes- A Il Cu - 
bell, and with the outmoſt Confidence aſſuxe them, "That were he once advan- 
ced to the Throne, he would procure the Diſſolution of the Union. But we in- 
treat all Perſons to conſider, That whatever be the Inconveniencies, and dange- 
rous Conſequences of the Union to our civil Intereſts, or the Grievances of this 
Church under it, againſt which laſt, both the Commiſſion and General Aſſembly 

ave ſolemn and ſeaſonable Teſtimony, particularly, in the Tenth Act of the 

eneral Aſſembly held Ano 1712, Intituled, 4% approving the Repreſentations aud 
Addreſſes by the Commiſſion, concerning the Toleration and Farronages; yet to expect 
a Remedy to theſe Grievances from the Pretender, is a moſt groſs Deluſion, and 
2 Bait which we cannot think will catch any, but fach as are very ſimple and 
credulous; yea, ſuppoſing there were Ground, as there is none, to expect that 
the Pretender would diſſolve the Union, if he ſhould come to the Throne; yet that 
could not be at all a ſufficient Compenſation for the dreadful Train of the far 
greater Evils of Tyrannical Government,and the Abominations of Popery, which 
we could not but meet with, if a Perſon of his Principles and Education ſhould be 
advanced to the ſupreme Authority ; any Remedy that can be looked for from 
him would prove ſo much worſe than our preſent Diſeaſe, that we cannot but 
be confident, there is none who have any juſt Concern for our Religien and civil 
Liberties, which ought to be deareſt tous, as Proteſtants and free-born Scorc Men, 
will ſuffer themſelves to be deluded with ſuch an abſurd and enſvaring In- 
Rnuation. e 1 5 
We find it neceſſar alſo, to guard People zgainſt another artful Contrivance of 
the Facobite Party: Theſe of them that profeſs to be Proteſtants, that they may 
the more eaſily engage People into their Meaſures, do frequently declare, That they 
are for a Proteſtant Succeſſion, and with great Aſſurance advance as a thing to 
be relied upon, That the Pretender hath declared, or will declare þimſelf to be 
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2 Proteſtant : But this ia an Artifice ſo groſs, that it can take, with none who da 
_confider, That the Pope doth d iſpenſe with the faireſt Profeſſion of the Proteſtant 
Religion, and the molt ſolemm Oaths to maintain it, for advancing that belliſh 
Deligu of extirpating the Proteſtant Religion, under the opprobrious Name of the 
Nas Hereſie; and which all Papiſts by their crnel and bloody Principles, are 
eblizedto endeavour to the outemnoſt of their Power, upon Pain of Damnation; and 
Likewiſe that a Prince who is a Papiſt at Heart, may the more fecurely and eaſil 
work the Ruin of our Religion and Liberty, that his Deſigns are covered wit 
the Mask of 2 Proteſtant Proteſhon. Such therefore, as are impoſed upon with the 
fond and groundieſs Expectation of the Pretender's being Proteſtant, and would 
_ thereupon intruſt him with all our valuable Concerns, muſt needs bewray the 
_ greateſt Ignorance of the Principles of Papiſts, and the many obvious Inſtances of 
cheir Dillimulation ; nay, bring upon themſelves not only the Brand of Weak- 
nmeſs and fooliſh Credulity, but the hainous Guilt of Treachery to God, from their 
zmezcuſable running into Meafures, which fo manifeſtly endanger our holy Reli - 
Siam, and the happy Conſtitution of this Church, founded upon and agreeable unts 
Wherefore we do with the greateſt Earneſtneſs recommend to all the Miniſters of 
this National Church, that they endeavourby publick and private Inſtruction to 
impreſs the People of their reſpective Charges, with a due Senſe of the Evil of 
Popery, and extreme Danger theſe Lands would certainly be brought into, of being 
overrun with it, and ruined with Oppreition and Tyranny, if ever the LORD 
Kould for our Sins permit the Pretender, educated and confirmed in the Popiſh 
Religion, and inſtructed in all the Principles of Arbitrary Government, to bear 
Rule over us: And ve do ſeriouſly exhort all the Miniſters and Members of 
this Church, to teſtify al Duty and Loyalty to our only rightful and 
kl Sovereign Queen Anme, and a zealous Concern for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, . 
latkd upon the molt Excellent Princeſs Sophie Electoreſs and Dutchels Damages 


of rr r judge it Pla- 
per at this Oceaſion to put them in Mind, That this Illuſtrious Princeſs is the Grand 
Daughter of King James the Sixth of Soat land, and Firſt of Eugland, by his Daugh- 
ter che Lady Elizaberb Queen of Bohemia, for whom and her Children our wor- 
thy Predeceſiors did pablickly pray in their Churches, and whoſe Husband was 
deſcended af 2 Family which was remarkably zealous for the Glorious Work of 
Reformation, and who himfelf did endure great Tryals of Affliction far his Red- 
faſt Adherence to the Proteſtant Intereſt. 3 « 
When we therefore conſider, how much both our preſent and future Safety,. 
under GOD, doth depend upon that Family's ſucceeding to the Crown, and how 
neceſſar the Preſervation of that Succeſſion is, for the Security of our Religion and 
Liberties, and of all that is dear to us as Men and Chriſtians z we cannot forbear, at 
ſuch a JunQuure as this, to excite our ſelves, and all of our Communion to teſti- 
fie, as bleſſed be GOD they have hitherto done, a firm and ſteady Adherence 
thereto, under whatever Diſcouragements may happen; and in the Bowels of 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſits Chriſt, we do ſeriouſly obteſt and beſeech all Ranks 
of Perſons, to hear the Voice, of God's Diſpenſations to us in theſe Lands, and to 
bumble themſelves deeply under the many ſad Cauſes and Tokens of the LORD's 
Anger, to prepare to meet our God by turning unto him with all their Hearts, by 
| nfeigned Repentance and Reformation of Life, fleeing to the Blood of e 
far Reconcilia tion, and making known ourRequeſts to GOD with all Prayer an 
Supplication in the Spirit, That he would continue, ſtrengthen and perfech hat 
he has wrought for us, diſappoint the Deſigns and Hopes of a Popith + and Faco- 
bice Party, preſerve the happy Conſtitution of this National Church, ſanctifie and 
remove our preſent Grievances, and teach us to profit by all his Dulpenſations ; 
That he would proſper and bleſs our Sovereign Queen Anxe, direct 4/0 
75 . 75 ; : « Ounci 
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always to be ſavoury to all good Proteſtants; That he would enable us to make. 


8 e 3 4 | PN 
Councils, and proſper Her Government; That He would preſerve and maintain 
againſt all it's Oppoſers, the Proteſtant Succeſſion in the Houſe. of Hanover, and 
eminently bleſs that IIluſtriqus Family; That He would give Wiſdom to all Ranks 
to underſtand the Times; That he'would. pour out a Spirit of Love, of Power 
and of a ſound Mind upon, Miniſters, That with one Heart and Mouth they 
may ſtrive together, in Defence of the Doctrine, Worſhip, and Goverg- 
ment of this Church, as now ſettled ; That he would bleſs them with Meckneld 


Wiſdom and Zeal, to avoid all Diviſions that bring a Scandal upon Religion, en- 


danger our Conſtitution, and expoſe us to the Scorn of our Enemies, and give 


oufly on the many Troubles, which have afflicted our Zion, and to ſhun carefully 
all thoſe Sins which procured © them; That he would keep up in our lively Re- 
membrance, the great Danger our Religion and Liberties were in, when in his In- 
finite Goodneſs he ſurpriſed theſe Nations, with the late happy Revolution, a 


Mercy never to be forgotten, without the higheſt Ingratitude to GOD, and the 


greateſt Injuſtice to the Memory of the late glorious King Villiam, which ought 


a right Improvement of that Goſpel Light and Parity, which we now enjoy, and 
work in us a Temper of Spirit ſuteable thereto; That he would make ſerious God- 
lineſs-and Chriſtian Charity to flouriſh amongſt us, and give all Ranks one Heart, 
and one Way to fear him,and keep his Commandments always, That ſo our gracious 
God dach dwell in our Land, and that it may be well with us, and our Poſte- 
rity after us. | 7 
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them Advantage over us; That the LORD would give to all of us, to reflect ſeri- 


The abovewritten Warning and Exhortation having been read at ſundry Dyets 


of the Commiſſion, and fully conſidered, was this Day voted and. unanimouſly, 


approven by them, And they appointed the ſame to be furthwith Printed, 


and Copies thereof to be ſent to the reſpective Presbyteries, and recommends ta 


them to take the moſt effectual Way to publiſh the ſame to the ſeveral Miniſtert 
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